
Hello everyone and welcome to the monthly NSLP webinar. My name is Heather 
Blume and for those of you who don’t know me, I am a coordinator with the Child 
Nutrition Programs. In addition to working with the National School Lunch Program, I 
work to promote and assess nutrition and wellness in school districts through a grant 
with the Department of Health and Welfare. 
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Today we will be covering the policy memos that were released in the last month and 
then discussing some reminders before highlighting some of the successes that 
districts across the state have had. We will end today’s webinar with the opportunity 
to ask questions. 
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The policy memos we will cover today can be seen here. We begin by talking about 
SP34-2015, which addresses funding for the fresh fruit and vegetable program, then 
move on to SP35-2015 which covers community eligibility updates, and then end with 
SP 36-2015, which discusses the ability of sponsors to post nutrition information on 
menus. 
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Starting with the policy memos… 
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SP 34-2015 addresses the funds available for the fresh fruit and vegetable program. 
For school year 2015-2016, the total amount of funding available to State agencies is 
$177 million, which is comprised of the prior year base amount adjusted for inflation 
and carryover funds from last year. All 50 states and the District of Columbia will 
receive an annual grant equal to 1% of the funds made available and the remaining 
funds will be allocated based on the proportion of the State population to the U.S. 
population. Idaho schools who received the FFVP were contacted by the State agency 
and the State Department of Education announced the recipients in a press release on 
May 14th.  
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SP 35-2015 indicates that the January 2014 guidance from the U.S. Department of 
Education regarding Title 1 programs and community eligibility provision was updated 
in March of 2015. If you are interested in operating CEP in any of your schools please 
feel free to reference this guide as you speak with representatives of the Title 1 
program in your district.  
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SP 36-2015 refers to voluntary menu labeling in the National School Lunch and School 
Breakfast Program. While chain restaurants with more than 20 locations are required 
to list nutrition information on menus, child nutrition programs are exempt from this 
requirement. However, Child Nutrition Program operators may choose to implement 
similar initiatives if they would like.  
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Before we conclude I want to make sure we cover some reminders… 
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You have the option to continue using the old version of the Free and Reduced 
Application, but this application requires that the “no income” box be filled out of all 
members of the household in order for the application to be considered complete. The 
new version of the application does not require that the “no income” box be filled out 
for all members of the household.  

9 



For 2-3 weeks in July Direct Certification will be closed and next year Direct 
Certification will have a new user interface. The new interface should be more user 
friendly and will allow for access from mobile devices. It will also more closely match 
the format of the eligibility report available through ISEE with the tabs at the top of 
the page, rather than on the side. A new DC manual will be forthcoming to reflect 
these changes. Contact TJ Goodsell with the State agency if you have any questions 
about this process.  
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The Idaho wellness policy progress has been sent out to sponsors and superintendents 
and is available on the Child Nutrition Program website. For those of you who are 
unfamiliar with the wellness policy requirements, I wanted to take a few moments to 
walk through this tool that was created in response to a need we saw among Idaho 
Sponsors.  
 
The Idaho Wellness Policy Progress Report was developed to be a tool that wellness 
committees can use to communicate the how the wellness policy goals are being 
implemented in each school to the public. Anyone in the school may fill out this form 
and as long as it is posted on the school district website or sent out to parents the 
public communication requirement of the wellness policy has been met. This tool also 
helps wellness committees compare their wellness practices to best practices and 
generate ideas for improvement in their schools. If you have questions regarding this 
form or you cannot locate a copy of it please feel free to contact me, Heather Blume at 
the State Department of Education. 

11 



Our last reminder for the day is that an NSLP 101 training has been scheduled to occur 
in conjunction with the Sandpoint mini ISNA conference this June. This 6-hour course 
provides the necessary information for administering the National School Lunch 
Program and National School Breakfast Program. The course fulfills the requirement 
for annual mandatory training when taken in conjunction with the pre-requisite 
assessments. A passing score of 80% is required on the post assessment in order to 
receive full credit for attendance. The training will be held at Sandpoint High School 
and will be accompanied by a Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Training for sponsors who 
received the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Grant for the 15-16 school year.  
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As we have covered all the recent policy memos, let’s move on to our success stories 
for the month. 
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Since it is that time of year again, I wanted to recognize all the sponsors who have 
gotten their applications in and been approved for renewal. There are many many 
more sponsors who have submitted their applications and are just waiting to hear 
back on the status of their application, so congratulations to you too! Thanks for all 
your hard work this year and we look forward to another successful year with you all! 
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Well, that was it for today’s webinar, does anyone have any questions at this time? 
 
One question that has popped up is, “will posting the wellness policy report to the 
website meet the wellness policy requirements”. And the answer to that is yes, if you 
complete the wellness policy progress report and post it to the website you will meet 
the wellness policy requirements. This form helps schools to measure the extent to 
which schools are in compliance with the local wellness policy, it helps to generate 
ideas regarding best wellness policy best practices, and it measures the progress made 
in attaining the goals of the local wellness policy. If this form is posted on the website 
or emailed out, it also serves to inform and update the public (including parents, 
students, and others in the community) about the content and implementation of 
local wellness. 
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This concludes our webinar for today. Please contact Child Nutrition Programs at 208-
332-6820  if any additional questions emerge regarding the information in this 
webinar. 
 

Disclaimer: Please remember that the accuracy of the information shared today is 
guaranteed only as of the recording date.  USDA may issue more guidance or further 
clarification regarding items discussed in today’s webinar. 
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Thank you and have a good day 

17 


